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ADUs: The big picture

The ADU pilot expands housing options for both renters 

and homeowners by re-legalizing an important piece 

the historic character of Chicago neighborhoods.



ADUs: Benefits

• Bring existing apartments into legal compliance

•Multigenerational living arrangements

•Aging in place

• Earn extra income

•Unsubsidized legally restricted and "naturally 
occurring" affordable housing

•Adding housing to support schools and local retail 
within neighborhood character



Passing the ADU Ordinance

• August 2019: ADU Initiative launched with Urban 
Land Institute

• May 2020: Ordinance introduced

• July 2020: Subject matter hearing at City Council

• December 2020: Substitute ordinance (SO2020-2850) 
passed

• May 2021: Ordinance goes into effect



ADUs: The pilot zones

• North

• Northwest

• West

• South

• Southeast



How many ADUs can you create?

"Conversion units" (basements, attics):

• One in buildings with 1-4 units

• 33% of total number of current units for 

buildings with 5 or more units

Coach houses:

• One per property



How can ADUs be made more 
affordable?

Owners can receive subsidies from Low 

Income Housing Trust Fund to reduce rents



How can ADUs be made more 
affordable?

Beginning with the 

second ADU, every 
other unit must be 

affordable at 60% 
of Area Median 

Income (AMI).



How does affordability compliance 
work?

Applicants 

complete a 
recording 

document and 
annual affidavit.



Where do you start?

• Chicago.gov/ADU

• An online intake form will walk you through ADU-
specific requirements

• Then apply for a building permit







How has it gone so far?

Since May 1, 2021...

• 241 preapprovals issued for 268 units
• 18% in single-unit homes
• 64% in 2-4 unit buildings
• 17% in 5+ unit buildings (largest 20 units)

• 22 affordable ADUs

• 51% owner-occupied

• 70% basement/attic; 30% coach house

• 64% in RS zoning



Thank you!
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Please visit: 

Chicago.gov/ADU


